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History 

The project Model European Union was initiated, 	
organised and implemented for the first time by three 
university students in spring 2007. Due to very positive 
resonance of the participants the event was repeated in 
2008. 
In order to cope with the organisational effort, a 
group of university students has founded the Bring-
ing Europeans Together Association e.V. (BETA 
e.V.) in 2009. We from BETA e.V. pursue the goal 
to establish powerful and sustainable administration 
structures to enable the successful implementation of 
this and ensuing events.

Process 

In April 2010, 180 European youngsters will meet 
in Strasbourg for seven days to experience European 
politics first hand. The codecision procedure between 
the European Parliament and the Council of Minis-
ters will be based on the “Returns Directive” and the 
GMO (Genetic Modified Organisms) regulation, two 
up-to-date euro-political topics. Each participant will 
play the role of an MEP, a Minister, a lobbyist or a 
journalist, while interpreters will practice their skills 
during the discussions. Here the students learn about 
the influences of formal debates, caucuses as well as 	
coffee breaks and play their role for six days.
The simulation itself will be prepared by several work-
shops, lead by specialists, who will train the participants 
in debating skills and diplomatic etiquette and elabo-
rate further on the topics at hand. Afterwards the topics 
will be evaluated and debated in a panel discussion with 
Members of the Parliament.

Goals

During the simulation, the participants experience inter-
national politics and thereby train their rhetorical compe-
tences for resolving conflicts and finding consensus. The 
further development of the personality, intercultural ex-
change of ideas and interest in politics will be enhanced 
through the project:

	 •	 �Getting to know and to understand the formal 
procedures of discussion in the parliament and the 
council 

	 •	 �Practicing formal English and political manners

	 •	 Working accurately with legal texts

	 •	 �Making experiences with group dynamics and 
group organisation

The general aim of the project is to provide the 	
participants with information about the EU and its 	
democratic procedures.

The Association

Organizing team

BETA e.V. has now more than 30 members from all 
over Europe, most of whom have already successfully 
organised MEU 2009. The association offers young 
and politically interested Europeans between 18 and 	
30 years a platform to exchange ideas and gives them the 	
opportunity to enhance their understanding of the political 	
processes of the European Union. 
Working in the association enables the members to gain 
experience, sharpen their political consciousness and make 
new contacts with people around Europe.

Model European Union

Participate

Model European Union 2010 is the event which 
best simulates the reality of the European Institu-
tions, as it takes place every year in the real build-
ing of the European Parliament in Strasbourg. It 
is a terrific opportunity for young Europeans who 
want to know more about the decision-making 
process of the EU. Moreover, it’s an amazing 
chance to get to know other young Europeans 
from every walk of life and backgrounds, from the 
27 member states, bounded by the same values, 
passion and interest towards the European Union.

Discover in this challenging experience what’s be-
hind the scenes of the so many times elusive Euro-
pean Union! Discuss and learn, with people from all 
over Europe, about issues on the diplomatic agenda 
and express and develop your view on the EU.
This event provides you with the unique oppor-
tunity to learn about the European Union and its 
institutions and to find out how negotiating and 
compromising really works in Europe.
Join MEU 2010! We look forward to meeting you 
in Strasbourg!


